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Massive demographic shifts impact indigenous communities in many different ways:
not only their ecosystems are transformed due to the abandonment of the fand and ﬁuf.'ir
native communities, but ancestral knowledge and languages are lost, and cultural and sodial

practices changed.

T cuador i a small mutilingual, muETicUs ol
= South American country of pprosdmately
A1 13 milkon inhabitants During the 1ast two
decades, this country has expeviented massne
internal - and  exrernal  migation  maindy - due- o
widespread - political and sconomic instability. As
rrich a5 200 of the rursl population has migrated to
wrban areas and around 15 10 20% of the countys
poputation has migrated abroad, mainty to tha Lintted
States of America 3nd Spain For many indigenous
communities the numbers are much higher, with
gbout-one thied of sdults living ateosd

Miost of the research on rmigraton and ms relationship
with cultural diversty has mainly focused: on the
population that migrates; few have sxamined: the
situation of the individuaks who remain in the native
communities. In this context, The Pontifical Catholic
University of Ecuador sponsors the project on the
impact of demographic shifts on linguistic, biclogical
and cultwal diversity in three Kichwa Ecuadorian
communities. This project builds on longstanding
feldwork in Ecuador, which includes participant and

non-participant. cbservations, reconded INIENAEWS
oral testimonies and raratives in three bilingual
Kichwa-Spanish cornmunities each of which has
expetienced different levels of migration

This study analyses the ways in which such massive
demographic shifts impact indigenous life styles and
ecosystemns due to the abandonment of the land and
pathes cormmunities, the ks of ancestral knowledoe
and languages and the change of cultural and socal
practices. In broader terms, this project. alms. 1o
determine the different faces of the linkage between
migration and  linguistic. cultural - and  biological
changes Additionally, it seeks tounderstand howthose
indfividiuats who remain in thedr nathve commuonities
develop new strategies o presenve the ecasysiems,
redefine their social roles, recreate thelr Ifestyles and
maintain their ancestral language as one of the main
meary; of Intergenerational  communication and
athnic identity.

In close colfaboration with the comrnunities, this
propect seeis 1o implerment several local actions

Archaeoligical remains Tingo Pucara, Ecuater,

for sustainable development and - biodiversty
corservation, such as the reconstruction of ane of the

communitys main ancestral treasure, Tingo Pucas

{sacred fortress), which is the source of the peopi's
past and present history

Threasgh 100 hours of recordings and videos, it hat
been possible to revive part of their oral traciion
which describes ancient rites and celebrations about
the communities’ sacred places, ancestral divindies,
productive cycles and landscape preservation, &5 weil
as children’s tales and music

Onalong-term basis, itis envisaged 1o generate diginal
archives that can be easily accessad by membersofthe

researched communitiesforeducationalpurposesand

Ly national and international institutions interested in
joining the communities’ efforts for srvival, It is als.
expected 1o create awareness about the Tnguists
biological and cultural situation at local, regional and
national levels through the implemeantation of public
exhiibits, open talks, educational programs and the
miedla



